Introduced by Council Members Jabour, Bishop, Clark, Corrigan, Davis, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, Webb and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2007-1275
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING FRED TAYLOR OF THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS ON BEING THE 21st PLAYER IN NFL HISTORY TO RUSH FOR OVER 10,000 YARDS IN A CAREER; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Fred Taylor was born in Pahokee, Florida and was a high school All-American running back at Glades Central High School in Belle Glade before attending the University of Florida; and


WHEREAS, Fred Taylor was a star running back for the Gators, for whom he still ranks as the fourth all-time leading rusher, played in three bowl games and won a national championship with the Gators in his junior season, and was a first-team All-SEC pick and third team All-American in his senior season; and


WHEREAS, Fred Taylor was the first-round pick of the Jacksonville Jaguars (9th overall) in the 1998 NFL draft, and has produced outstanding numbers throughout his 10-year career to date, ranking 6th in NFL history in average rushing yards per game and 7th in yards from scrimmage per game at the beginning of the 2007 season; and 


WHEREAS, recently Fred Taylor reached a milestone seldom achieved in professional football when he became only the 21st player in the history of the league to achieve 10,000 rushing yards in a career, an achievement that stands as a testament to his durability and productivity over a long career; and


WHEREAS, in addition to his numerous accomplishments on the field, Fred Taylor is also known throughout the league not only as a consummate professional player, but also as an outstanding human being who supports countless community causes with his personal time and resources, particularly those relating to health and wellness, drug abuse prevention, and assistance to low-income families and children; and


WHEREAS, the City wishes to honor this outstanding person, community citizen, professional athlete, and cornerstone of the Jaguars franchise; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and congratulates Fred Taylor of the Jacksonville Jaguars on the occasion of his becoming only the 21st player in NFL history to record 10,000 rushing yards in a career, and thanks him for his professionalism and his many civic and charitable contributions to the Jacksonville community.
Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the Jacksonville Jaguars wish to include a reading of the resolution in the team’s upcoming celebration of Mr. Taylor’s accomplishments.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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